
Elections in the Philippines: A Comprehensive
Guide
The Philippines is a democratic republic with a multi-party system. The
country's constitution provides for a presidential form of government, with
the president serving as both head of state and head of government. The
president is elected by popular vote for a six-year term and may not be re-
elected for a second term.
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The Philippine Congress is a bicameral legislature composed of the Senate
and the House of Representatives. The Senate is composed of 24
members, who are elected by popular vote for a six-year term. The House
of Representatives is composed of 300 members, who are elected by
popular vote for a three-year term.
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The Philippine electoral system is based on the principle of universal
suffrage. All citizens of the Philippines who are 18 years of age or older are
eligible to vote. Voting is compulsory in the Philippines, and those who fail
to vote may be fined or imprisoned.

The Philippine political landscape is dominated by two major political
parties: the Liberal Party and the Nacionalista Party. Other political parties
include the Nationalist People's Coalition, the PDP-Laban, and the Aksyon
Demokratiko.

The 2022 Philippine presidential election was held on May 9, 2022. The
incumbent president, Rodrigo Duterte, was not eligible to run for re-election
due to term limits. The election was won by Ferdinand Marcos Jr., the son
of former president Ferdinand Marcos Sr.

History of Elections in the Philippines

The first elections in the Philippines were held in 1898, during the
Philippine Revolution. The elections were held to elect representatives to
the Malolos Congress, which was the first national assembly of the
Philippines.

The Philippine-American War interrupted the development of democracy in
the Philippines. After the war, the United States established a colonial
government in the Philippines. The colonial government held elections for
the Philippine Assembly, which was the lower house of the Philippine
legislature. The Philippine Senate was appointed by the governor-general
of the Philippines.



The Philippines gained independence from the United States in 1946. The
first presidential election in the independent Philippines was held in 1946.
The election was won by Manuel Roxas, who became the first president of
the Republic of the Philippines.

The Philippine Electoral System

The Philippine electoral system is based on the principle of universal
suffrage. All citizens of the Philippines who are 18 years of age or older are
eligible to vote. Voting is compulsory in the Philippines, and those who fail
to vote may be fined or imprisoned.

The Philippine electoral system is a multi-party system. There are over 100
political parties registered in the Philippines. The two major political parties
are the Liberal Party and the Nacionalista Party.

The Philippine electoral system is also a decentralized system. The
Commission on Elections (COMELEC) is responsible for administering
elections in the Philippines. The COMELEC is an independent body that is
not subject to the control of the president or the Congress.

Key Players in Philippine Elections

The key players in Philippine elections include the following:

The Commission on Elections (COMELEC) is the independent body
responsible for administering elections in the Philippines.

The political parties are the organizations that nominate candidates
for election.

The candidates are the individuals who run for office.



The voters are the citizens of the Philippines who are eligible to vote.

Recent Developments in Philippine Elections

In recent years, there have been a number of developments in Philippine
elections. These developments include the following:

The passage of the Automated Election Law in 2007, which
mandated the use of automated voting machines in all elections.

The creation of the Parish Pastoral Council for Responsible
Voting (PPCRV) in 1991, which is a non-partisan organization that
promotes voter education and electoral reforms.

The establishment of the Commission on Elections (COMELEC) in
1987, which is the independent body responsible for administering
elections in the Philippines.

Elections in the Philippines are a complex and dynamic process. The
Philippine electoral system is based on the principle of universal suffrage,
and all citizens of the Philippines who are 18 years of age or older are
eligible to vote. Voting is compulsory in the Philippines, and those who fail
to vote may be fined or imprisoned.

The Philippine electoral landscape is dominated by two major political
parties: the Liberal Party and the Nacionalista Party. Other political parties
include the Nationalist People's Coalition, the PDP-Laban, and the Aksyon
Demokratiko.

The 2022 Philippine presidential election was held on May 9, 2022. The
incumbent president, Rodrigo Duterte, was not eligible to run for re-election



due to term limits. The election was won by Ferdinand Marcos Jr., the son
of former president Ferdinand Marcos Sr.
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