
The Contractor's Guide to Installing Gasketed
PVC Pipe for Water and Sewer
Gasketed PVC pipe is a versatile and durable material that is ideal for a
variety of water and sewer applications. It is easy to install, and its
gasketed joints provide a watertight seal. This makes it an excellent choice
for both new construction and repair projects.
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This guide will provide contractors with everything they need to know about
installing gasketed PVC pipe for water and sewer applications. We will
cover the following topics:

The different types of gasketed PVC pipe

The tools and materials needed for installation

The step-by-step process for installing gasketed PVC pipe

Troubleshooting tips
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The Different Types of Gasketed PVC Pipe

There are two main types of gasketed PVC pipe:

Bell-and-spigot pipe has a bell-shaped end on one end and a spigot
end on the other. The spigot end fits inside the bell end, and the joint is
sealed with a gasket.

Coupling pipe has a coupling on each end. The couplings are
tightened to connect the pipes, and the gaskets provide a watertight
seal.

The type of gasketed PVC pipe that you choose will depend on the specific
application. Bell-and-spigot pipe is typically used for underground
applications, while coupling pipe is used for above-ground applications.

The Tools and Materials Needed for Installation

In addition to the gasketed PVC pipe, you will need the following tools and
materials for installation:

A pipe cutter

A measuring tape

A level

A trenching shovel

A backfill tamper

A caulking gun

Gaskets



Primer

Cement

The Step-by-Step Process for Installing Gasketed PVC Pipe

The following steps will provide you with a general overview of the process
for installing gasketed PVC pipe. The specific steps may vary depending on
the type of pipe and the application.

1. Prepare the trench

The first step is to prepare the trench for the pipe. The trench should be
deep enough to allow at least 6 inches of cover over the pipe. The bottom
of the trench should be level and free of any debris.

2. Cut the pipe

Once the trench is prepared, you can cut the pipe to the desired length.
Use a pipe cutter to make clean, square cuts.

3. Prime the pipe

The next step is to prime the pipe. Primer helps to create a bond between
the pipe and the cement. Apply the primer to the inside of the bell end of
the pipe and to the outside of the spigot end.

4. Apply cement

Once the primer has dried, you can apply cement to the pipe. Cement
helps to hold the pipe together and create a watertight seal. Apply the
cement to the inside of the bell end of the pipe and to the outside of the
spigot end.



5. Insert the spigot end into the bell end

The next step is to insert the spigot end of the pipe into the bell end. Make
sure that the pipe is aligned properly and that the gasket is in place.

6. Tighten the coupling (if using coupling pipe)

If you are using coupling pipe, you will need to tighten the couplings to
connect the pipes. Hand-tighten the couplings until they are snug. Then,
use a wrench to tighten the couplings an additional 1/4 to 1/2 turn.

7. Backfill the trench

Once the pipe is installed, you can backfill the trench. Use a backfill tamper
to compact the soil around the pipe. This will help to prevent the pipe from
settling.

Troubleshooting Tips

If you encounter any problems during the installation process, here are a
few troubleshooting tips:

If the pipe is leaking, check the gaskets to make sure that they are in
place and that they are not damaged. You may also need to apply
more cement to the joint.

If the pipe is not aligned properly, you can use a level to adjust the
pipe. You may also need to use a pipe wrench to loosen the couplings
and realign the pipe.

If the pipe is settling, you may need to compact the soil around the
pipe more thoroughly. You can use a backfill tamper to do this.



Installing gasketed PVC pipe is a relatively easy process. By following the
steps outlined in this guide, you can ensure that your installation is
successful. If you have any questions, please consult with a qualified
plumber.
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