
The Immaterial of Materials: An Innovative
Exploration into the Sensory and Experiential
Qualities of Design
Delving into the Unseen Depths of Materials

In a world where tangible objects dominate our physical realm, it's easy to
overlook the profound impact of intangible qualities on our daily
experiences. "Materials Experience: The Immaterial of Materials"
challenges this conventional perspective, inviting readers to explore the
hidden dimensions of materials through a multisensory lens.

This thought-provoking text, penned by esteemed design theorist Gert Van
der Vijver, meticulously analyzes how the immaterial aspects of materials
shape our perception, emotions, and interactions with the built
environment.
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Van der Vijver meticulously unravels the intricate interplay between
materials and our senses, uncovering how their texture, weight, sound, and
even smell can evoke powerful responses. He delves into the psychological
and physiological effects of these sensory stimuli, highlighting their ability to
influence our mood, well-being, and cognitive performance.

Through captivating case studies, readers witness firsthand how designers
harness the immaterial qualities of materials to create transformative
experiences. From the tactile allure of a warm, wooden surface to the
calming sounds of a flowing water feature, the book showcases how such
elements can enrich our surroundings and enhance our overall sensory
experience.

Echoes of Embodiment

Extending beyond the realm of sensory perception, Van der Vijver explores
the embodiment of materials. He argues that our physical interactions with
materials influence our understanding and emotional connection to them.

The book examines how the heaviness of a stone evokes a sense of
stability, while the fluidity of water invites movement and exploration. By
considering the embodied dimension of materials, designers can create
spaces that resonate with our physicality, fostering a deeper sense of place
and belonging.

Cultivating Meaning through Materials

Beyond their sensory and embodied qualities, Van der Vijver emphasizes
the role of materials in constructing meaning and narrative. He presents a
thought-provoking exploration of how materials embody cultural values,
historical contexts, and personal memories.



Through evocative examples, the book demonstrates how materials can
transcend mere physical presence to become symbols of identity, tradition,
and aspiration. Designers, as architects of meaning, can harness this
power to create spaces that resonate with personal and cultural
significance.

The Immaterial as a Design Tool

"Materials Experience: The Immaterial of Materials" transcends academic
inquiry, serving as an invaluable resource for designers seeking to elevate
their work. Van der Vijver provides a comprehensive framework for
understanding and utilizing the immaterial qualities of materials in design
practice.

Guided by case studies and practical insights, readers learn how to:

* Design for multisensory experiences that engage all the senses * Create
spaces that resonate with human embodiment and movement * Infuse
materials with cultural meaning and narrative * Foster a deep connection
between users and the built environment

"Materials Experience: The Immaterial of Materials" is an essential read for
architects, designers, and anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the
multidimensional nature of our physical surroundings. By illuminating the
unseen depths of materials, Van der Vijver empowers us to create
environments that are not only aesthetically pleasing but also profoundly
meaningful and enriching.

In an era where technology and digital experiences dominate, this book
reminds us of the enduring power of physical materials to shape our human



experience. By embracing the immaterial qualities of materials, we unlock a
transformative potential for design, connecting us to our senses, our
bodies, and the world around us.
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