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In the annals of history, the Black American experience stands as a
testament to the indomitable spirit of a people who have endured centuries
of oppression. Amidst the struggles for freedom, equality, and self-
determination, religion has played a pivotal role, offering solace, guidance,
and a sense of community. However, the rise of new religious movements
in the post-civil rights era has cast a long shadow over the spiritual
landscape of Black America, threatening to undermine the very foundations
upon which our collective identity and liberation have been built.

In her groundbreaking work, "How New Religion Betrayed Black America,"
Dr. Jessica Jones-Reel meticulously unpacks the insidious impact of these
new religious movements on the Black community. Drawing upon extensive
research and firsthand accounts, she exposes the manipulative tactics,
exploitative practices, and distorted doctrines that have led countless
African Americans astray from their path toward empowerment and self-
actualization.

Chapter 1: The Lure of the Exotic

Dr. Jones-Reel begins by exploring the allure of new religious movements,
which often appeal to marginalized communities with promises of spiritual
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fulfillment, financial prosperity, and a sense of belonging. These
movements often borrow from traditional African religions or Eastern
spiritual practices, combining them with a heavy dose of charisma and
emotionalism to create a captivating experience that can be especially
intoxicating for those who have been disillusioned by mainstream religious
institutions.

However, behind the glossy façade, Dr. Jones-Reel reveals the true nature
of these movements: predatory organizations that prey on the
vulnerabilities of the Black community. She exposes the manipulative
tactics used to recruit and retain members, including isolation from family
and friends, financial exploitation, and psychological coercion.

Chapter 2: The Distortion of Black History and Identity

One of the most insidious aspects of new religious movements is their
distortion of Black history and identity. These movements often reinterpret
the past to fit their own narratives, casting themselves as the true saviors of
Black America and denigrating traditional African religions as pagan and
primitive.

Dr. Jones-Reel challenges this distorted view, providing a nuanced and
historically informed account of the role of religion in the Black American
experience. She argues that African Americans have a rich and diverse
spiritual heritage that has been instrumental in their survival and resilience.

Chapter 3: The Exploitation of Black Women

Black women are disproportionately targeted by new religious movements,
which exploit their vulnerability and desire for empowerment. These
movements often perpetuate patriarchal values that reinforce gender



inequality, silencing and suppressing the voices of Black women within their
own communities.

Dr. Jones-Reel exposes the ways in which new religious movements have
commodified Black women's bodies and exploited their emotional labor.
She calls for a critical examination of the gender dynamics within these
movements and a rejection of the oppressive structures they perpetuate.

Chapter 4: The Damage to Black Communities

The betrayal of Black America by new religion extends far beyond the
individual level. These movements have caused immeasurable damage to
Black communities, diverting resources from essential services and
undermining the social fabric that has held Black communities together for
generations.

Dr. Jones-Reel provides concrete examples of the harm caused by new
religious movements, including the proliferation of conspiracy theories, the
erosion of trust, and the perpetuation of poverty and inequality. She argues
that these movements have become obstacles to Black liberation and must
be resisted at all costs.

Chapter 5: The Path to Liberation

Despite the challenges posed by new religion, Dr. Jones-Reel remains
hopeful for the future of Black America. She believes that Black liberation
can be achieved through a return to the values of self-reliance, community,
and critical thinking.

Dr. Jones-Reel offers practical strategies for resisting the influence of new
religious movements and reclaiming the spiritual heritage of Black America.



She emphasizes the importance of education, critical analysis, and the
cultivation of healthy relationships within the Black community.

"How New Religion Betrayed Black America" is a powerful and necessary
book that exposes the insidious threat posed by new religious movements
to the Black community. Dr. Jessica Jones-Reel has rendered an invaluable
service by bringing these harmful practices to light and providing a
roadmap for resistance and liberation.

This book is essential reading for anyone concerned about the future of
Black America. It is a call to action for all who believe in justice, equality,
and the self-determination of the Black community.
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