
Unlock the Hidden Treasure: Learn How to
Extract Gold from Gold Plated Scrap
Electronics and Jewelry
Gold, a precious metal highly valued for its beauty, malleability, and
resistance to corrosion, has fascinated humans for centuries. While pure
gold is relatively scarce, gold plating, a process of applying a thin layer of
gold onto another metal, is widely used in electronics, jewelry, and
decorative items. This plating technique allows for the desired aesthetic
and functional properties of gold without the high cost of solid gold.
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However, as electronic devices and jewelry age or become obsolete, they
often end up as scrap, potentially containing valuable gold that can be
extracted and recycled. This article aims to provide a comprehensive guide
to extracting gold from gold-plated scrap materials, empowering you to
recover precious metal and generate additional income.
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Understanding Gold Plating

Gold plating involves depositing a thin layer of gold onto a base metal,
typically copper, brass, or nickel. The thickness of the gold layer varies
depending on the desired appearance, durability, and cost. Common gold
plating techniques include:

Electroplating: Uses an electric current to deposit gold ions onto the
base metal.

Chemical Plating: Utilizes a chemical solution to reduce gold ions and
deposit gold onto the surface.

Immersion Plating: Submerges the base metal in a gold-bearing
solution, allowing the gold to deposit spontaneously.

Identifying Gold-Plated Scrap

Not all electronic scrap or jewelry is gold-plated. To identify gold-plated
items, you can use the following methods:

Visual Inspection: Gold plating typically has a bright, yellow-gold
color and a smooth, reflective surface.

Acid Test: Apply a drop of nitric acid to a small, inconspicuous area. If
the surface turns green, it indicates gold plating.

X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF) Analyzer: A more precise method that
measures the elemental composition of the material, including the
presence and concentration of gold.

Equipment and Materials



To extract gold from gold-plated scrap effectively, you will need the
following equipment and materials:

Safety Gear: Gloves, safety glasses, and a respirator mask

Gold Recovery Kit: Includes chemicals, beakers, and filtration
equipment specifically designed for gold extraction

Nitric Acid: Used to dissolve the base metal and release the gold

Hydrochloric Acid: Optional, used to precipitate gold from the
solution

Potassium Iodide: Optional, used to enhance gold precipitation

Scales: To measure the weight of gold recovered

Step-by-Step Extraction Process

Caution: The extraction process involves the use of hazardous chemicals.
Always follow safety precautions, wear appropriate protective gear, and
work in a well-ventilated area.

Step 1: Safety First

Put on gloves, safety glasses, and a respirator mask before handling any
chemicals or equipment.

Step 2: Prepare the Solution

In a well-ventilated area, carefully mix nitric acid with water according to the
manufacturer's instructions. The exact ratio may vary depending on the
gold recovery kit used.



Step 3: Dissolve the Base Metal

Submerge the gold-plated scrap in the nitric acid solution. The base metal
will dissolve, releasing the gold into the solution. Agitate the solution
occasionally to speed up the process.

Step 4: Neutralize the Solution (Optional)

Once the base metal is dissolved, add hydrochloric acid to neutralize the
solution. This step helps to precipitate the gold and prevent it from re-
dissolving.

Step 5: Add Potassium Iodide (Optional)

Potassium iodide can enhance gold precipitation. Add a few drops to the
solution and stir well.

Step 6: Filter the Gold

Line a funnel with a filter paper and pour the solution through it. The gold
will be trapped on the filter paper.

Step 7: Rinse the Gold

Rinse the filter paper with water to remove any remaining chemicals.
Transfer the gold to a crucible for drying.

Step 8: Dry and Weigh the Gold

Place the crucible in an oven or on a hot plate to dry the gold. Once dry,
use a scale to determine the weight of the recovered gold.



Refining the Gold

The extracted gold may contain impurities that need to be removed to
obtain pure gold. Refining the gold involves additional steps and
specialized equipment, such as a melting furnace and flux. It is
recommended to consult a professional refinery or Free Download a
dedicated gold refining kit for this process.

Safety Precautions

Gold extraction involves working with hazardous chemicals and equipment.
Always prioritize safety by:

Wearing appropriate protective gear, including gloves, safety glasses,
and a respirator mask.

Working in a well-ventilated area to minimize exposure to fumes.

Handling chemicals carefully and following the manufacturer's
instructions.

Disposing of chemicals and waste materials properly.

Seeking medical attention immediately if any accidents occur.

Extracting gold from gold-plated scrap electronics and jewelry can be a
rewarding and profitable endeavor. By following the steps outlined in this
guide, you can safely recover the precious metal and generate additional
income. Remember to prioritize safety, use appropriate equipment and
materials, and consider refining the gold for higher purity. With patience,
dedication, and adherence to safety protocols, you can unlock the hidden
treasure within discarded scrap materials.
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