
What the Bible Says About the Latter-day
Saints
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, commonly known as the
Mormon Church, has been a topic of intrigue and debate for centuries. Its
unique beliefs and practices have led many to question its standing within
Christianity. In an effort to provide clarity and understanding, this article will
delve into what the Bible explicitly states about the Latter-day Saints,
shedding light on their doctrines and practices.

The Book of Mormon: A Sacred Scripture

One of the most fundamental tenets of Mormonism is the Book of Mormon,
which Latter-day Saints believe to be an additional testament of Jesus
Christ and a companion to the Bible. Critics have often questioned the
veracity of this scripture, claiming it to be a mere work of fiction. However,
the Bible itself provides support for the existence of ancient records written
by prophets in America, as prophesied in Isaiah 29:4-11.
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In addition, 1 Nephi 13:34-42 in the Book of Mormon describes the
existence of a "sealed portion" of the book that is yet to be revealed. This
concept aligns with Revelation 5 in the Bible, which speaks of a scroll
sealed with seven seals that only the Lamb of God (Jesus Christ) can
open.

The Godhead: A Trinity or a Council?

Another area of divergence between Mormonism and traditional Christianity
is the nature of the Godhead. Latter-day Saints believe in a Godhead
comprised of three distinct beings: God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the
Holy Ghost. In contrast, most Christian denominations adhere to the
doctrine of the Trinity, which asserts that God is one being in three persons.

The Bible does not explicitly define the nature of the Godhead, but it does
provide some insights. Passages such as John 17:11 and Ephesians 4:6
suggest a distinction between God the Father and Jesus Christ.
Additionally, 1 Corinthians 8:6 speaks of "one God, the Father, from whom
all things are and we for him, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom
are all things and through whom we exist."

Baptism and Salvation

Latter-day Saints practice baptism for the remission of sins, but they also
believe that baptism must be preceded by faith and repentance. The Bible
supports both of these principles. Mark 16:16 states that "whoever believes
and is baptized will be saved," while Acts 2:38 instructs believers to "repent
and be baptized."

However, Latter-day Saints also practice the ordinance of baptism for the
dead, which some critics have questioned. This practice is based on



passages such as 1 Corinthians 15:29, which mentions the practice of
being "baptized for the dead."

The Second Coming of Christ

Latter-day Saints eagerly await the Second Coming of Jesus Christ,
believing that it will bring about a period of peace and righteousness upon
the earth. The Bible provides ample evidence to support this belief.
Passages like John 14:1-3, Acts 1:11, and Revelation 19:11-21 all point to
the return of Christ in glory and triumph.

In light of these biblical passages, it is evident that the Latter-day Saints
hold beliefs and practices that find support within the pages of Scripture.
While some may question certain aspects of Mormonism, it is crucial to
approach the subject with a spirit of respect and a commitment to
understanding the truth. By examining the Bible's teachings in a
comprehensive manner, we can gain a clearer understanding of the Latter-
day Saint faith and its relationship to Christianity.

If you seek a deeper delve into this topic, I highly recommend the book
"What the Bible Says About the Latter Day Saints." This comprehensive
work provides an in-depth analysis of the doctrines and practices of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, drawing upon both biblical and
historical sources. It is an invaluable resource for anyone seeking to
unravel the complexities of this multifaceted faith.
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